Vimentin expression in sweat gland tumours.
Immunohistochemical localization of vimentin was studied in 93 cases of sweat gland tumours using a monoclonal anti-vimentin antibody. A strong immunoreactivity of vimentin was observed in modified myoepithelial or neoplastic myoepithelial cells of mixed tumour of the skin, syringoma, and sweat gland adenoma. Tumour cells in outer layers of tubular, ductal, and duct-like structures usually showed positive staining for vimentin, which coincided with modified myoepithelial cells. All tumour cells of clear cell hydroadenoma showed positive vimentin staining. Tumour cells of the luminal border of tubulo-ductal structures of mixed tumours were rarely immunoreactive for vimentin. Positive vimentin staining of tumour cells in the outer zone of tubulo-ductal structures in sweat gland tumours may be related to reactive proliferation of modified myoepithelial cells and simultaneous growth of luminal tumour cells.